DUPLICATE

In the year 1898, whem the Alaske gold rush was at itg
height, I was living in Tacoma, Weshingtom, That eity, as well as
Seattle, was the point to which, and from which, the Alesks steamers
cane and wents I had been left with a five-yenr ola boy to support,
> Ry S » and having no pro:f.’ession, and any-
thing but o physicelly strons bedy, the question wes, whether I should
depend upon friends and reletives, or start out on e self-supporting
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sareer, Naoturally, I chose the latter course, After thinking of
many plans, and trying to decide whether 4o stey in e west or 20
baock to my home in the east, Miss Ama Dickey, o treimed mwse who
had been mueh in ny home, cone to ask my sdviee about going to Alaska,
She was a very robust womam, hed a mervelous disposition and a heart
of gold, She 1d not want to g0 alone, and yet she felt there might
be great opportunities there in many lines, I was young snd open
for adventure, so I said "I wish I might go with youes" She repl;eé.
"Why don't yout" Beturelly, I asked whet we would do with the boy,
She had been with me when he was bori. end, s he wes a very delieate
baby, had a peeulisr interest in him, She hed reslly seved his life
by her constant and witirding care. We discussed the subjeet at some
length, and I Tinally decided that whatever I did I must keep my boy
with me, ' -

" Af%er my deeision, and consulting with neny friends, (all
-0

6f whom thought I wes utberly orazy)y we decided on a plem whiebddss,
thet we take mm %o Skagwey or Dyea enoush lunber, (slresdy eut the
proper lengthd), to build a house ami use it either as a hospital or
8 small hotel, or g combination, as there were only shacks there af
that tdme, and we lmew there was mich elckmess. We would slso teke
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~4g¥ cheets and pillow-cases and be very otylish, as everyone slept
between blanketn, alsa some real dishes, =8 no one had anything but
tin plates, cups and spoons, Ehe next question wes, getting our
oquipment there, At that tinme, every boat capable of earrying
passengerg Was brought into requisition, a.nd. bunks or "standeea" -
as they werc ealled, were built on all the decks to scecomodate the
thousands of nen floeking from all over the world to the gold fields,
Each pessenger was only allowed a helf ton, (ships vmeamn'ement) for
begaege end freight, nd as cach ono hed fo bake everything he ate
or wore, as vell as blankets snd bedding, it was impossible to seb
anything like lumber or extra provisions teken.

ir, Hugh Waellace, late%assador to Franee, wes ot thet
time 1iving in Tecome, end wes President of the Alaske Steamship fo-
Compeny, As he was o personal friend, I asked his sdviee, only to
be told that it was impossible for any pessenger shlp to teke lumber
or furniture, so our plan secmed wibesdy doomed to failure, At the
derkeet hour the St. Poul snd Taocome Iumber Compeny, (of which my
cousin Colonel C, W, Griggs was President end prineipel owner), de-
eided to send a shiplce,d of lumber to Skagwey as =n investment, amnd
they chartered a very old sailing vessel, the “Ganatia” She wes
entirely diamtlea, and wes to be towed up the inside passage to
Skagwey, where the lumber was to be sold. While Colonel Griggs _\
disapproved thoroughly of my going, he snd ome of his par'bnez?s, M,
Henry Hewitt, decided that 4f I weas determined 4o g0, they would
try to find a wey to help, The result wes we were fold we eould
store our furniture, provisions, ete., between deecks, and our lumber
eould go with thedrs. As it was certain to take at least three
weeks %o tow the "Canade" to Skagwey, we esked that we might go on
the same ship, 80 488t we could srrive with our belongings, They
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had no passenger lieense, so we were cempelled as stewardesses,
whieh we did, In Jamary, tueked away in the eaptain's eabin,{which
he insisted upom giving us), we salled out of the harbor et Tacoma,
with hosts of friends waving us goodbye end Godapeea; We were told
to cet on boprd very early in the morming, We d4id this, only to lie
jn the harbor until neerly four ofelock in the afternoon, which wes
very smnoying as we had but to look up the cliff to see fthe homes
of memy of our friends, eml my cousin lrg. Wagner waved o sheet out
of the upstairs window several times during the day to let us know
she w a8 thinking of us.J/,{ﬂ,( Uiery ‘)7/w/a T / 22 A t(y ?Wm
The Ceptain's eshbin was very eomfortabh ond wé had our own
mettress and bedding. The food was good emough, but as the boab
hed never earriel passengers, being only o freighter, thinge were
:tnf from cleam, but we were very hungry, so we shut our eyes and ate
what we could, going back to our eebim and finishing with some very
tempting end dainty things provided for us by our loving friends,
Wy, Weinburg, a friend who had been most helpful in getting our _
things on boerd and giving ue advice, ceme out in a small boat, and
we were eerteinly very gled to sce him, The boy, of course, wes
wildly excited emd at once became the pet of Hhe ghip end was ealled
"Commodore.” A stowswey was found when we were well under way, and,
a8 the Ceptein did not went to turn baek to lamd him, he put hinm %o
work to help the cabin boy, snd things were somewhat cleamer, One
day while we were walting for the tide, (as the water was too low
to go om), the Captain and iir, Cole wen’ ashore and shot some ducks
and two deer, which gave us e niee varlety of food. During the trip
Miss Dickey emd I played cerds with Mr. Cole and lr, Murphy when :
the Ceptein was not looking, ng he was superstitious about card-

playing on a boat.
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I forgot to memtion that the lumber company also senmt
up four Rerge: truck horses amd their stalls were built s.n o the
upper deeck,

We faoed heed winds and bed weather all the wey ond at
the end of | Ad.'egs coest anchor at Skegwey herbor, no’k being
allowed to tie up at the wharf, which, on account of the searcity
of lumber, was a very i’rail and small g ffair, There woes a howling
gale the the thermometer reglsitered sixteen below zero, The Captain
advised us to stey on board until the storm wes over end e were

-most willing to do so, but we did go eshore and arranged for having
our things taken over to D;r%a d(e,a gsoon as possible., They were to be
loaded om scows from the "Canada"™, towed to Dyea, end unloaded on
the beaeh when the tide was high, 4, W

I developed a severc pitack of beemERités cnd ves in bed,

mogt theonkful for a place to keep warm, when suddenly about 4 [Z:ai}.ouk/
A AALAR

on the aftermoon of the second day the Captain came do
ing "We have broken our amchor snd are adrift and only God knows what
will become of us," Our tug had immedistely left us, for ite homewsrd
trip endanotherjob, and there were no large stenmers or passenger
boats in poréf‘%eing o2 tied up at Junesu, on account of the severe
storm, If one con imegine the semsetion of being sdrift in the openm
sea with no power and no anchor, one can understand something of our
feelings, I immedilotely got up and dressed, The Cepltain saild "Put
on every warm thing you have esnd 1f you have any money or valusbles
put them somewhere om your persomn end be ready tar anything,™ I‘b was
fast growing derk end as we stog om deck in the freezing weather 1t
was surcly a strange sensation to watch oneself getting shipwrecked,
After cevorting about from side to side in the Iymn Canal, ( & narrow
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body of water with high e.nd pereipitous roeks on ei ther side), the
boat fimelly londed on a Jegzed roek, piereing o hole in hew hotton,
and hung exactly as you would lzang & hat on a hook, Ve went, as
best we could, besk to the eebinm, The boa,+ was in an almost pere
pendicular position, t it was most diffiecult to get ebout, OFf
eourse, the fires were ordered out at once, a3 a salely megsure,

The poor horses were in o horrible pl:lgh‘b. two of thenm on their
haunches m% two on their heeds, as their stells were

~ builg fasing ench other, For days we had used selt weter for

everything but drinking, so the horses night heve enough fregh
water to drink, The long rip had mede out tank very low,

By this time it wes piteh dark and o horrible wind
howldng. During 211 ny life, if I stop to think, I have been sble
to hear that welrd end horrible sound, As the water washed up on
the overturmed ship it froze, an& everything was coon covered with
glare ice, We huddled in the eabin walting for the tide ¢o rise,
u the Captaln seld HHeed if it h:a-(mmany high we mlght float
off. Ve werec so loaded Tith lumber tset we could not siak, but as

we had a very heavy deck load we might twrn over completely, How-
ever, in the middle of the night the tide ceme and went and we were
8%111 there, With the reeeding tide the boat erascked end broke ‘
elmost in two, and the water commenced to £low imto the cabin, We
were helped out by the orew to the highest podmt om the deolk, end
the Dales of hay for the horses put around us to break the wind,
The peculisr position of the boat affected us very gtrangely. Miss
Dickey wes deathly seasick and I several times lost econsciousness,
as one does e fainting, The boy minded i% less, but his constent
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ery was "Mother I am so cold and hungry, when are we soing to have
something to eat." Even at that early age he wes a little philoso-
pher and eftor I had explained the exset situation %o him he gquieted
down, dlinging to me and ésking no morec questions. Caﬁtain Andrews
later testified that in all his experience as a seafaring men (and
he was not young), he had never net 0 women who in time of stress
asked him not one singi%géizgtion. I felt it was a tribute to our
saneness, :

We had taken a sewing-machine with us and sll the way up
had been making sheets and pillow-cases, and binding pileces of carpet
for rugs, Of cource, as soon as the water touched these things they
froze ond one saillor, more brilliant then the others, resaued-éﬁgégrh
frozen sheets and wrapped them around us, As they were wind-proof,
I hevenlways felt they saved us fron being frozen,

We could see the lights of Skagwey snd were sure they
kmew we were adrift, but, of course, had no idea where we were, and
ther: was not a boat there large enough to venture out, All night
we felt a certain weird comfort thet we wefe at least in sight of
eivilization, By midnight it was deeided %o shoot the horses,,aﬁE:
as were sitting against the stalls, we heard all the greusome sounds
of the shooting and felt it might be the kindast thing that could
heppen to us. The Captain had é%%%%;?%ﬁe life boats ready but it
would have been sure death to heve lesunched them, The gelley was
under water and there was no possibility of getting food, although
someone earlier did rescue a loaf of bread, which we broke and

carefully apportioned, cating it absolutely dry,
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All night we sat there, expecting every minute would be
our last, and I have never been so thankful for daylight as I was
to welcome the first break of dewn; ﬁut 8till there was no rescue
é&n sight, and we were there eremped, end hungry, and nerely frozen
until afternoon, when suddenly we saw a small tug, the "Leady of
the Lake" cominz out from Skagway harbor, With eviry wave she was
lost to sight, coming up again covered with ice, The sun was

shining and all the rainbow hues were reflected in this apparent

"ie--boat™ gtrugsling tP get to us. As they came nepr enough the
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two Captains -
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to ench other. The Captain of the tug feared

none of us would be alive, After much consultation it was decided
impossible to tie the small boat to usi also imposs;ble to get her
around on the leeward side om account of the rock Tormation, so it
was thbught best for the tug o swoop in om a wave as close as
possible and thet we should, one at a time, be brouzht down %o the
water's edge, and, os the tug swirled elose %o us, we were to be
literally throwvm from the wreck to her deek, It wes a halr-reiging
enterprise, but seemed the only possible solution. As miss Diclkey
was very heavy end afraid she would not only go to the bottom her-
mba;;_'take éa%reryone with her who was trying to help, she did
notﬁgm first and it fell to my lot to make the experiment,

On the boat had been a young Irishmen named Murphy, who
was to take care of the horses in Skegwey, If ever there was a
true nobleman it was that man, He had two little boys at home ‘
end had been the playmate of my boy all the way up. Ne came to me
saying "Will you trust * Doy to me? I'll get him over to the
tug or we will both go to the bottom together. He is altogether
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too heavy for you to manage," While the Captain and each member

of the creﬁ had made the same offer, Ifr, !urphy insisted that he
was younger and stronger then any of them, I t0ld him #emé I sould
not let him, es his life was too precious for his own children's
;ake, but he insiﬁted,»se. wrapped up into rather en ewkward bundle,
I put my boy inte his arms, telling him very seriously thot his own
life end that of lMr. Murphy depended upon his absolute obadiénne:
that no matter how frightened he might be, when he was told to take
his arms from Mr, Murphy's neek he must do so., That wa= the only
way either of them could be seved. (Fortunately. he hal been teught
from the eradle %o obey:) I was then brought down by a sort of humen
1add$§?9t§§ erzfiggiaing Vanas and'making a life-line at the sgide
of the ineline, ¢nt§¥ng‘steps in the iee for their feet, The "Lady
of the Leke™ coame inm on a big wave, the order wes civen to " Sump™
and, in some way, I shall never kmow how, I found myself pushed fron
behind end eaught in front, and after an awful moment in mid-air,
safe on the deck of the tug and them on a large wave we were out
again in mid-stream, with my boy back on the wreek, I do not think
it necessary to deseribe to any mother my feelings at that moment,
The next task was to get the boy over. I held ny breath in horror
and suspense as I wabtehed Ifr, Murphy take him, sew the little arnms
gradually relax from his neek, the little face as white as death
look at me. There was an swful moment when the child was in mid-
air and then, I hed hin in ny arms, Strangely enough Miss Diclkey
was also gotten over safely, The Captein and I, larphy eame with
us, leaving the crew'temporqrily on board for direetions from the

gteamship office at Skagway. On a second trip they were all taken



off and the wreeck, with its dead horses, left to its fate,

The Captain of the tug took the boy in his =rms end
seid "Well my little man, what @o you think of it ai}?" end the
boy said "It's awfully funny Captain, buf Ihamkfive years old,
and this is the very first time I have ever been shipwreecked," In
uurlfour years of Alaskan life, he was %iﬁiii‘ﬁg be knovm as the -
boy who was never shipwreeked until he wasf?ive years dld.~

We had to eat very earefully after our long fast, and
it scemed ineredible that with all this éxyorience we did not
even get our feet wet., It would have been difficult, however,
as everything was fgggen gtifet, vStrangely enough I had entirely
forgotten my throat, and had not lMiss Didkey, who had been gttend-
ing to it, assured me teed there were large spots on both tonsils,
I would have thought I hed imegined it all, for when she looked
at my throat after we landed there was not a trace of any trouble
lefts So perheps being shipwrecked at sixteen below zero may'w_
sometime become a seientific cure for tonsilitis, |

Allvthe citizens of Skagwey were at the wharf when we
grrived, and had stretehers, warm clothing, and enough whiskey
%0 have given us s much needed bath, They did not know whether
to expéot ug dead or alive end were prepared to handle us elther

e were teken ot once to what was Mmown ag the Fifth Avenue
ey o Widow with

way .
Hotel, which was owned by ¥

a little girl., She was most kind and sympathetie and did every-
steamship

thing she eould for us, ILater she merried Frank Burns,/sgent at

Skagweys. The little girl has long since grown and married well,
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The question arese as 0 keep elean eclothing until something

eould be sent up to us, so at night we washed what was necessery,
being ollowed to dry 1t by the kitchen stove, b&t we could not
dress in the morning until it wes dry emough to put on.




and Mr, and Ilrss Burms are prosperous people living in Seattle,
I always see them when I go to‘th.at clty,.

Miis hotel was built of very sreen lumber and, as it
seesoned, the eracks became very wide and the snow blew in, I
remember the mext morning finding almost a blenket of it om our
bed, There was a sign on the stairs reading "Accomodations for
Women."™ There wes one large roon upatairs where abouttwo hundred.
men slept, an_t;/v::sigaed' e shelf on a “Standee", which was build
of upright pieees of rough 1umbér. having shelves on either side,
Each nen took his own bia,nket and rolled into h_is ovm' shelf, At
the end of this room wes a small place with o ealico curtain instesd
of a door, and in it o homemade bed, eonsisting £ four posts, the
gside and head pieees all of mplanea rough lumber, The s ame kind

of lumber formed the slats d t£~ese rith no springs, was a
»/) »
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mettress not ¢« The rest of the furniiture
consisted of a box with o tin basin om it, Into this bed Miss
Dickey, the boy and I tumbled, gled cnouzh to rest, We had absolute-

ly nothing but the elothes on our baclks,
At that time the food in Alssks consisted nmostly of

beans a;'ml bacon, There vm.s practicelly no suger and the averase

meal consisted of boiled er&=8wl beans and, more often than other-

wise, bread with no butter and eoffee with no ercam or sugare. The

reason for this was the smell amount of freight allowed on passenger

steamers, so that nothing was brought up exeept absolute necessities.
Strangely cnough, that night in an extremely high tide

the old "Canada" floated, Iater she mas picked up as a derclict

4
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and towed in to Juneau, where she was beached, Then came the ,
legal contest, The Alaska Steamship Company owned her; the St.
Paul andTacome Company hed chartered heri the insurance under-
writers eleaimed her, and the boat which picked her up as o derelict
held ‘Nafrﬁéﬂrééii?ge. As she ves utterly unseeworthy, we were

/ PRV . QAN
E3) leTpo get only five hundred dollars insurance on all qur belong-
ings, and that amount we reseived four years later. She was finally
sold at auetion on the beach at Juneau, end the money put in the
benk subjeet to the decision of the court, It took four years to
gettle the #arious elaing,

One of the ineidents of the wreek was the fact that
Captain Andrews, not being especially familiar with salvege laws,
went down %o Juneau thinking he could teke possession of hig ship,

He went on board and was immediately arrested, brousht back teo nyea
and put in jail for piraey. It seems like o joke now, but %gﬁggghsd‘
a veryawM’ Howevexr'y, it d4id not take the compeny long 50 é;et-s,
him recleased, "

I have often wondered who found our clothes, our furniture,
our sheets, pilldw-eases, ete, Naturally, they were all water-sosked
and worth very little, This was our introduction into Alesske, end
our well-laid plans of building our house and having a home for
ourselves and a chanece of meking a living were absolutely wiped outs.

After we had rested and gotten falrly back to normal, the
serious questlon of what we were going to do presented itself, IMr,
Frank Burns, who wes the steamship agent in Skegwaey, at onse offered
us free passage back to Tacoma on eny of his steamers, but we had

burned our bridges behind us, All of my possessionsg, exeept those
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which hed gone down wigth the wreek, had beem sold, My life would
have hed %o be entirely re-cons trueted, so the problem was a serious
one, Thert was no telegraphic communiestion between Puget Sound
end Alaske in those days, and my friends n],v hsard of the disaster
efter onc of the stesmers hed landed in M. eﬁ-‘oﬁm and
we could only get word from them on a return steamer, so it was
at least three weeks before we had any news from the oﬁtsid’e world,
Haturally everyone wrote seying, "I told you you were erazy 4o go.
Now I hope you will come back end behave yourself," During those :
three weeks, however, we hod done some sacrious thinking end plamning,
Dr, lioore, the only physleien at Skegway, hed come to sec us immed-
iately emd offered Miss Dickey o positiom in the hospitel. It was
at the time of the very serious Spinel Meningitis epidemie, and
men were dying like flies for loek of adequate cares The hospital
wes o one-room log cebin with a dirt floor, on which, rolled in
blankets, lay men in oll stages of illness and convalescence, one
having a frozen foot amputated, next to him a men dying end next
to him, possibly, ouc already dead, end amother being fed his meal,
the few mursges avelleble stenping over these men and trying %o do
what they could for them, Into this condition Miss Dickey went
with her splendid body, mind and hearts

I was o differcnt pmoblem, I was not strong, I was not
e nurse, end I had a ﬂve-yeai; 0ld child with me, It looked as
though I would have %o go home, when Dr, loore ceme to me one
morning, saying "I have a scheme for you. Some fricnds of mine
who have a little ecbin about a mile from here, wish to spend the
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winter in Juneeu, and would like to rent the eabin., The main eabin
hes a big double bed and therc is a small lean-to.," The little
lean-to Had what is called a "Klondike" @ookstove, which is g
éaliagpsiblie affair made of sheet irom, with the stove pipe running
diveetly through the roof., The rest of the furniture consisted of
a homemgde table, four bcxcsf*a-few tin dishes, aﬁ&=¢haﬁd::=ﬂuﬁth.
BEEs. Detween the mein cabin and the lean-to was a calico curtain,
Dr, loore sald liass Dickey could sleep in there Guring the day and
g0 on night duty at the hospital, and thet prdbably sonething eould
be found for me, A% any rate it mas o mekeshift end # was much
less expensive and more confortable then living at thebfifth Avenue
Hotel.” Into this palatial establishmént I moved with the boy and
spent the first night there alone, with no protection from the out-
side world except o leather strap on the inside of the door, which
fastened on a nail, ’

Everyone who heas read Alasken history knows that st this
time Skagwey was a wide-open towm, Tilled with desperate characters,
and there was much drinking, It was a saying that"here was s men
for breakfast every morning™ meaning thet during the night at least
one murder was committed, The faect that everybody who landed Llieswe-
from the outside world would necesserily have to heve some money,
made it a profitable place for eriminels, and meny o youns nen,
perhaps teking oll of his own of his family's life savings to go
to the pold fields, was utterly clecaned out the first night in
Skagwey by gamblers snd robbers, and, if he resisted too strongly,
might easily be murdered, This is not a pleasant picture, but it
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is a true one, -égégz were the days of the"reign of terror"
occasioned by the lawlessmess of "Soapy Smith"™ and his geng. As
it wa: the time of the Spanish-Americen wer, onc of their fiendish
tricks was %o open & Pfake reeruiting office of the United States
Army, Hundreds of men, either discouraged at what they saw shead
of them, or through a feeling of patriotism, entéred Smith's re-
eruiting office and were told to strip for physical examinetion,
While a fake surgeen wes examining them all their clothing and out-
fit was gone through and everything of value teken, If the vietin
showed fight his body would be found floating in the bay, riddled
with bullets, Another form of the same game was an information
bureaun, where strangers were lured to get kmowledge of the fabled
"$ralls beyond.,"  They erowded into that office like flies and were
never let out until they were stripped and robbed,

Strangely enough "Soepy Smith" was o liberal contributor
to the local church and on one occasion colleeted quite a sum of
money and hended it over to a very hard—working conscientious young
pastor, but that night one of "Soepy!s" géng erawled under the tent
and took the money away. However, there'oame e time when thet sort
of thing had to stop and Frank Reid, an engineer and known as a brave
end determined mem, started outb to"geé’“Soapy." The result was they
both fired at onee and "Soapy" dropped dead, Frenk Reid died et the
hospitel two weeks later, Incidentally Miss Dickey nursed him and
elosed his eyes as he died, A grenite shaft was erected to his
memory, the inseription reading:

Frank H, Reid

Died July 20, 1898
He gave hig life for the honor of Skagway.



